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NCTOPHUA HA C. OYMH JOJI

HayMeHOBaHMETO Ha CEZIOTO IIPOM3/IN3A OT €CTECTBEHOTO PAa3IIONIOKeHe HA MECTHOCTTA —
OTKPITA CPeLly CIBHIIETO 1 PasKpMBALIA FO/ISIM KPBro30p- OKO, OUM VI MACTOTO, BBPXY KOETO €
PASIIOIOKEHO CENIOTO — fiepe, JOIL [IPyro ThIKyBaHe € CBBP3aHO C M34e3HANOTO MMe Ha YOBEK-
Ouo (40BeK, KOilTO BIDKZA fobpe).

ITbpBUTe MMCMEHN CBeEHNsI 3a ChIECTBYBAHETO Ha CEZIOTO Ca B TYPCKY AaHDbYEH JOKYMEHT
or 1453 r.: ,,Tumap (Bup Bragenne B Ocmanckara umiepust) Ha Corpiy Vica (umeTo Ha ocMaH-
ckns cmyxunren) ceno O4unH Ko7 32 foMakMHCTBA 1 Ipuxoy, 1420 akyera (cpeObpHa MOHeTa).”

MecTHO TpefaHye pa3kasBa, de CeJIOTO ce € MeCTI/IO HAKOIKO I'bTHU 10 BpeMe Ha OcMaH-
CKOTO POGCTBO IIOPAfIt YYMHY €MUJEeMUN WM OTPOMHO CBIaunmiie. IIpasHUKBT Ha CeNoTo e
IrbpBaTa ChOOTA HA IEKEMBPIL.

Konmaxmu: Kmerctso c. Ouns gor, Ten. 09128 2286; 0885 695510; www.ochindol.mezdra.bg
Kax 0a cmuenem: ¢ kona: Ha 50 kM ot rp. Bpana xbpMm rp. Codus npes VIckbpckoTo medue mmn
Ha 70 xm ot rp. Codust ceBepHO 1pes VICKBpcKOTO Hedue;

c énax: [lo ciupka JleBuiiie ¥ C/iefi TOBa OKOJIO 5 KM IO IIOCE [0 CEI0TO.

ObPOIIN

MHOro MONy/IIPHNU U TadyeH! OT MECTHOTO HaceyleHue ca obpounre. OOPOK e CBELIeHO MACTO,
IIOCBETEHO Ha OIIpefie/ieH XPUCTIHCKY CBeTel] MM IpasHuK. B c. OunH 1071 Ha 06pouHMTE MecTa ca
IIOCTaBeHM KaMeHHY KPBCTOBE OT OMUrop (BUJ CKaJia), BbPXY KOJTO € M3CeYEeHO MIMETO Ha ChOTBET-
HUs cBeTell. MACTOTO ce MocelaBa OT BApBaLIuTe B ONpefeeH KaJleHapeH [eH U Ce UBIIb/IHABAT
06peny 3a 3fpase 1 6aromnoydne. OOMKHOBEHO Ce KOJIM arHe M1V OBLIA 1 Ce IPUTOTBSA KypOaH 4op-
6a (cyma 0T MecoTo Ha >KMBOTHOTO 1 3e7leHuy1i). Ha 06podHIs 3HAK I OKOJIO HETO Ce AT CBELIIL.

Criefi OTKpUBaHETO Ha TIaMeTHMKa Ha Basosus repoit [sno Voio, kpaii cenoTo e monosxeHo
HAYaJI0TO HAa HOB 00podYeH 06pef, KOITO e IOCBeTeH Ha fieHst Ha cenusi. Criopen 6m6merickoTo
CKasaHIe TOBa e JeHAT, B KoilTo Vucyc XpucToc e BbpHAI 3peHNeTO Ha ePUXOHCKIS CTIeTIel].
O6poxbT ce n3BbpiIBa B Hepernsita Ha cnenusi. ToBa e eMHCTBEHOTO MSACTO B Bbiirapust, Kpeto
Ce M3BBPIIBA 0Opef, IIOCBETEH Ha TO3M OMOJIENICKIL TIPas3HIIK.

B Ouns o7 ce cMsTa, 4e 06pormTe ,,06rpaXkjaT CelI0TO 1 TaKa ro MassT — PasoNoXKeHN ca
o; popmaTta Ha Kp'bCT:

% O6pox B MecTHOCTTa IllymMaH — B gens Ha Ceetn JIyx

% O6pok B MectHOCTTa KpbeT — Ha IleTkOBAEH

« O6poxk B komaruekc ,,Jisimo Voo - ,,Henensita Ha Crierust
% O6pox B MecTHOCTTa [IpecBeTniia — Ha Benuku cBeTnn

% O6pok B MectHOCTTa [Tafem — Ha CracoBfeH
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HISTORY OF THE VILLAGE OF OCHIN DOL

The name of the village comes from the natural location of the area — opened against the
sun and allowing large horizon - eye, eyes and the ground where the village is located - coulee,
vale. Another interpretation is from old name - Ocho. (a person who sees well)

The first written evidences about the existence of the village are in a Turkish tax document
from year of 1453: “Timar (a type of possession in the Ottoman Empire) of Sagrlu Isa (the name
of the Ottoman official) Ochin dol village 32 households and income 1420 akche (silver coin).”

Local legend tells that the village has moved several times during the Ottoman slavery be-
cause of plagues or huge landslide. The village holiday is the first Saturday of December.

Contacts: Mayoralty, Ochin dol, tel: +359 9128 2286; +359 885 695510;
www.ochindol.mezdra.bg

How to get there: by car: 50km from the Vratsa to Sofia through the Iskar Gorge or 70 kilome-
ters in North direction from Sofia through Iskar Gorge;

by train: about 5 kilometers from the Levishte station.

VOWS

Very popular and revered by the local population are vows. Vow is a sacred place dedicated
to a particular saint or Christian holiday. Stone crosses of travertine (a type of rock) are placed
in the village of Ochin dol votive sites on which the name of the saint is carved. The place is
visited by believers in a calendar day, performing rituals for health and wellbeing. At the place
usually a lamb or a sheep is slaughtered and people prepare Kurban soup (soup of meat and
vegetables). At the votive sign and around it people light candles.

Following the opening of the monument of Vazov’s hero Grandfather Yotzo, the beginning
of a new rite is made near the village, which is dedicated to the day of the blind. According to
biblical legend, this is the day in which Jesus Christ has returned sight to the blind Jericho. Vow
takes place on Sunday the blind. This is the only place in Bulgaria where there is a ceremony
dedicated to this biblical event.

In Ochin dol believe that vows "surround” the village and thus they keep it — they are arranged in
the form of a cross:

+* Vow place Schuman - the day of the Holy Spirit

+* Vow place Cross - in the day of St. Petka

** Vow place in complex “Grandfather Yotzo” - Sunday of the Blind”
+* Vow place in the area Presvetitsa — of All Saints

% Vow place in Padesh area — on Ascension day (Spasovden)
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KOMIUIEKC ,,AI]10 10110

Ho aBToMOGM/IHMA BT, Bogel KbM ¢. OUMH 1071, Ha 0630PHO MACTO Ce HAMMPA USTPA/IEHN
npes 2005 . komIutekc ,[lap0 Mono“ OcHoBHa 3a6eIIe>KI/ITeTIHOCT e TIeT MeTpoBara CKy/IITopa
Ha Ba3oBUsA Iepoil 440 Voo ot paskasa ,,Jlamo Voo rrema® IIpoexTbT 3a maMeTHMKA € JeI0
Ha ckynnropute Monuka Vrapencka u ITeopru Tumikos, o upes na Oraan Ilerpos, poneH B
CBIIOTO CeJIO, U € IOfIKpenaTa Ha ob1Ha Meszipa, AbpxaBaTa u Apyru gaputeny. CKyanrypara
e 13paboTeHa OT 65/ BpayaHCKM KaMbK.

Haoxoro nma KpacyiBa 11BeTHa IpajiiHa, [TAHOpaMHa Gecefika 1 MeXaHa, K'bJIETO Ce IpejyjIarar Tpa-
IMLOHHY OBIrapcku AcTyss. VIHTepecHa e apXuTeKTypaTa Ha CrpajjaTa U yKpaceHus ¢ AbpBopesda
TaBaH B OCHOBHOTO IOMellieHye. B 6/m3kara 60poBa ropa moceTUTe/ITe MOrar Jja pasIyiefiaT aTpak-
TVBHA JbPBEHA K'BIINYKA, IO KOATO nMa (POHTAH ChC CTY/IeHA IUTAHMHCKA BOJJA 1 KBTOBE 32 OT/IVIX.

ExxeropHo mpes Mecel Mail B OKOJTHOCTTA Ce OpraHN3Mpa HalMOHaIeH POIKIOPEH CHOOP
»le e 6brrapckoTo

Bcsika ToMHa Ce MPOBEK/IA M HAIMOHAJIEH IMTEPaTypeH KOHKYpC 3a paskas /a0 Moo
r1epa’, Ha TeMa ,,JIF060BTa KbM BbIrapus u IpeKIoHeHeTo pey; HelTHUTe KPacoTun .
Komnnexcom pabomu écexu 0ex ot 10.00 mo 22.00.

Ten. 3a konmaxmu: 08389 227 849, 0885 930164; email: diadojoco@abv.bg
Facebook cmpanuua: [lano Voo rnema

INPUPOOHU U KYJITYPHU 3ABETEXUTEITHOCTHI

% IIpoxb/mxaBaiiky 1o IbTA 3a ¢. O4UH O ce JOCTUra GO BXOJa Ha MO3HABATeleH MapIIpyT
»TOPCKN CBAT®, KpBroB, okono 1 wac. [I'prekara mpeMnHABA Ipe3 pa3HOOOPasHNU TepeHn OT 6opoBa
ropa 1 OTKpUTH MO/LAHN. VIH(OpMaLOHHY Tabeu 3aII03HaBaT IOCETUTEIUTE C TeO/IOTIATA, (ropaTa
n ¢ayHaTa B paifoHa. 3a Hall-Ma/IKiTe ¥IMa M3rpajieHa [/bpBeHa KbIIYKa 1 YIMIUIIe Ha OTKPUTO.

<+ Ha Bxozia Ha CeJIOTO Ce HaMUpa YYWINIIHATA CTPaja, IOCTpoeHa mpe3 1939 1.

¢ B cenoro moceTurenute MOrar a pasriefaT usnoxbara Ha KppBeHN GUIypH Ha MECTHIS AbP-
Bopesbap Henenko VBanos. bait Hexenxo e camoyk ppBopesbap, aKOpAEOHNUCT U IBAYIAP.

+* B oko/HOCTHTE € M TYypUCTHYeCKH MapIIpyT: ¢. OumH 507 - X. [I'bpureBunIa, ¢ IpOLb/LKUTEN-
HOCT 0K0710 4 4aca. CrefiBa ce XbJTa MapKIPOBKa.

** B cenoTo 1ma 4eTypu Kby 3a TOCTH € 0010 44 MecTa 3a HaCTaHABaHe.




“GRANDFATHER YOTSO” COMPLEX

Close to the road leading to Ochin dol village there is a nice overview of the place built in
2005 - “Grandfather Yotzo” complex. The main attraction in the complex is five foot sculpture of
Vazov’s Grandfather Yotzo, a hero of the story “Grandfather Yotzo is watching.” The project for
the monument was made by sculptor Monica Igarenska and George Tishkov, the idea of Ognyan
Petrov, born in the same village, and with the support of Mezdra municipality, the government
and other donors. The is made of white stone.

A beautiful flower garden is nearby, gazebo and panoramic restaurant, which serves tradi-
tional Bulgarian dishes. Interesting is the architecture of the building and the ornate carved ceil-
ing in the main room. In the nearby pine forest visitors can see an attractive wooden house to
which a fountain with cold mountain water and recreation was built.

Every year in May a National Folk Festival “Where is the Bulgarian” is organized in the sur-
roundings.

A national literary contest for a story “Grandfather Yotzo is watching” on a subject “Love for
Bulgaria and worship its beauty” is held every year.

The complex works every day from 10.00 to 22.00
Contact phones: +359 889 227 849, +359 885 930164, email: diadojoco@abv.bg
Facebook: JTsdo Voo eneda

NATURAL AND CULTURAL SITES

% Continuing on the road to Ochin dol the entrance to the cognitive route “Forest World”
is reached, circular, it takes about 1 hour. The trail passes through varied terrain of pine forest and
open meadows. Information boards acquaint visitors with the geology, flora and fauna in the area.
For the youngest visitors a wooden house and an outdoor school are built.

% At the entrance of the village is the school building, built in 1936.

% The visitors can see an exhibition of wooden figures of local woodcarver Nedeljko Iva-
nov in the village. Bai Nedialko is self-taught woodcarver, accordionist and fiddler.

®

< In the area is the tourist route Ochin Dol village - Parshevitsa Hut - 4 hours. Fol-
low the yellow marks.

®

% There are four guest houses with a total of 44 accommodation facilities.
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PAHHOXPUCTUAHCKA II'bPKBA U
TPAKUVICKI/ HAITPOBHU MOTU/IN

ITpes 2002 r. Ipy MSKOIHM PabOTH 3a CTPOEK Ha IMApakIiC B M. [IpecBeTHIIa ca OTKPUTH OCTaH-
KU OT pAHHOXPUCTHAHCKA ITbPKBa 0T V-V B. C/iefi HAKONKO BEKOBHY IIPEYCTPOIICTBA ITbpKBaTa Jio-
6uBa TprabcuaHa WaHpoBKa. ChCTOM ce OT TO/LIM LIeHTpajIeH Kopab, IpeaBepyie I Ba [0 MajIKI
Kopaba OT iBeTe CTpaHN CHaOfeHN C 110 ejHa ONYKpbIva abcrpa. Ha MHOro MecTa e 3amaseHa opi-
TVHA/THATA CTEHHA U TI0f{0Ba MasMIKa ¢ po3oB IBAT. [Ipes X-XI B. o Xpama QyHKIMOHMpPA MaTbK
XPUCTUAHCKU HEKPOIIO/I.

II'ppkBata e 3a0eeKUTeNHa ChC CIegHNUTe ocobeHocTi: 1. TomsiMa 3acTpoeHa IUIOI] — OKOMIO
252 xB.M. 2. OpUrnHamHa ¥ pAAKO CpelllaHa IUIaHNpoBKa 3. JlaTpoBKa — mepropa Ha KbCHATA aH-
tiaHocT (V-VI B.) o 6brapckoro cpentoBekoBue (X-XI B.) 4. CpaBHUTETHO [OOpa 3a1a3eHOCT
Ha 317J0BeTe I 3aMa3KuTe 5. YHUKAIHO KPBCTOBUIAHO KPbILETHO 6. I bpKBaTa e 611a IoCTpoeHa Ha
TEPUTOPMATA Ha TPAKMIICKI MOTWJIEH HEKPOIION, 6€3 /1a O'b/JaT 3aCerHary e3M4ecKuTe CTPYKTYPIL.

ITpoBesieny ca KOHCEPBALMOHHY U PeCTaBPallMOHHY IeifHOCTH OT apxeonosuTe Crac Mamios,
Teopru lanenoscku 1 Kpacumupa Jlyka. ABTEHTHYHUTE 3UIOBE Ca YACTMYHO HAATPA/IEHN C KAMBK 1
MOXKe Jja ce BUY PAsMOIOKEeHNETO Ha XpaMa. B O/IM3K0TO MIHATIO OT 10)KHATa CTpaHa Ha I/bpKBaTa
€ MMAJIo TPY TpaKuiicku Haarpo6un mormu (Tpute 6yLin), OT KOMTO AHEC Ce e 3aIIasiIa CaMo efHa.

Jlo paHHOXPMCTHUAHCKATA ITbPKBA Ce JOCTHTA C AaBTOMOOWII, 3aBUBAIIKYU BJAACHO IIPE Crpa-
TaTa Ha yYMINIIETO.

VHTEPECHU MECTA 3A IIOCEIIEHVE B PAVIOHA

+ Ha oxono 20 kM 110 moce B mocoka Mesjpa ce Hamupa YepenMuIKusT MaHACTUP ,, YcIie-
uue Boropommuano

+* Ha okoro 20 kM B rmocoka Mesppa, cjief; Kato ce 3aBue Iipe3 XII Ipere3 B ¢. EnmceitHa B
mocoka c. OceHoBnak, e OCeHOBIAMKIUAT MaHAcTHP ,,CBeTa boropoanua“ - ,,Cexgemre npec-
toma“. (ITeqar 78 or CToTe HALMOHATHU TYPUCTUYECKY 0O€EKTa).

+ Ha 15 xm B mocoxa Codmist ca JTakaTHMIIKUTeE CKAIN, KBETO Ca IelljepaTa ,, leMHaTa gymka“
(c mpmxuHa Hazg 9000 M), KapCTOBUAT U3BOP », KITOMI06, anmniickiAT 3acioH ,OpoBo rHe3go”.

% Ha 25 xm B nocoka Codus, o c. bo e BasoBaTta exombTeka, Bojiela 10 BOAONAa
,»Ckakist’, kbpeTo ViBan Basos e Hamucan paskasa ,,J13 Mama Crapa rutannHa‘,

+ PailoHpT ZaBa Bb3MOXXHOCT 3a padTHHT U CIYCKaHe ¢ KasK II0 p. VICKBp B y4acTbKa OT
rapa boB o c. Ennceitna. 3a nenta nMa nsrpajeHa 6asa 1o pekaTa B 3eM/IVIIETO Ha CETOTO.

Canmxn: XpuctnHa banuesa, Bacunka Konoscka, Mapuana [eHosa.

B e A s I - .

=
TLILLLL L s

[ |t




www.vr-balkan.net

EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH AND
THRACIAN SEPULCHRAL MOUNDS

In 2002 during an excavation for a construction of a chapel in the area Presvetitsa,
remains of an early Christian church of V-VI century been found in the area. After several
century old renovations the church gets apse planning. It consists of a large central nave,
porch and two small boats equipped on both sides with a semicircular apse. In many places
original wall and floor plaster in pink color are preserved. In X-XI century the temple
operates a small Christian cemetery.

The church is distinguished by the following features: 1. A large floor area — approx.
252 sq.m. 2. Original and rarely seen layout 3. Dating - the period of late antiquity (V-VI
century) to Bulgarian Middle Ages (X-XI century) 4. Relatively good preservation of the
fences and putties 5. Unique cross-shaped baptismal 6. The church was built on the territory
of Thracian mound necropolis without being affected the pagan structures.

Conservation and restoration works were carried out by archaeologists Spas Mashov,
George Ganetsovsky and Krasimira Luka. The authentic walls are partially upgraded with
stone and you can see the location of the temple. There were three Thracian burial mounds
(The three lumps) at the south side of the church in the recent past, of which today only
one retains.

The Early Christian church can be reached by car, by turning right before the school
building.

INTERESTING PLACES TO VISIT IN THE REGION

+ About 20 km by road towards Mezdra is The Cherepish monastery “Assumption”.

% About 20 km in the direction to Mezdra, turn through the railway crossing in Eliseina
village is Osenovlashki monastery “Virgin Mary” - “Seven Thrones”. (Print No.78 from the
hundred National Tourist Sites of BG).

#* 15 km in direction to Sofia are Lakatnik rocks where the cave “Dark Hole” (with a length
of over 9000 m.), karst springs “Zhitolyub” and alpine shelter “Eagle's Nest” are situated.

% 25 km in direction to Sofia, near Bov village is Vazov eco path leading to the waterfall
“Skaklya” where Ivan Vazov wrote the story “From Minor Stara Planina’”

+¢ The area allows for rafting and kayaking on Iskar river at the area of Bov to Eliseina. For
this purpose, a base has been build by the river in the village lands.

Photos: Hristina Bancheva, Vasilka Kolovska, Mariana Genova.




»Bpauancku Bankan®, gorosop N DIR-5113326-C-005, koiiTo ce ¢punancrpa oT EBpomneiickus GpoH/ 3a pernoHaaHo
pasBuTye Ha EBpOIENICKIS CBI03 U OT AbpXKaBHUS OlofpKeT Ha Perry6imka Bbrapust upes OneparyBHa mporpama
»OKxonHa cpeza 2007-2013 1.5 http://ope.moew.government.bg/bg
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to Sofia (through highway)

better life

Administration of Natural park “Vrachanski Balkan” tel +359 92 66 58 49, e-mail: vratchabskybalkan@abv.bg
Enviromental centar “Natura” tel. +359 92 66 03 18, e-mail: naturacenter@abv.bg

This brochure has been created within the project “Implementation of activities for planning and management of the
Natural park “Vrachanski Balkan” contract N DIR -5113326-C-005,
financed from the European Regional Development Fund and the state budget of the
Republic of Bulgaria under Operational Programme Environment, 2007-2013.
http://ope.moew.government.bg/bg
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Iupexuus Ha [IpupopeH mapk ,Bpadancku Bamkan® Tert. 092 66 58 49, e-mail: vratchanskybalkan@abv.bg
ITpupoposaumTeH HeHTHp ,Harypa® Ten. 092 66 03 18, e-mail: naturacenter@abv.bg
Tasu 6porypa e u3paGoTeHa MO MPOEKT ,,VI3II'b/IHeHNe Ha JeIHOCT 32 YCTPONICTBO U yIpas/ieHye Ha IIpuposeH mapk




